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EcoSwap in Będzin – Giving Items a Second Life and Reducing Waste
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How can we give everyday items a second life, reduce waste, and support the principles of the circular economy? Participants of the event “EcoSwap. Things in Good
Hands,” held on 1 June 2025 at the Municipal Marketplace in Będzin, found out first-hand. Organised as part of the LIFE project “Silesia. Blue Sky Restored,” the
initiative was an official Partner Event of the EU Green Week and took place under the patronage of Poland’s Presidency of the Council of the European Union.

Circular Economy in Action

The event was hosted by Romuald Baran, eco-manager of the Municipality of Będzin. With nearly 950 attendees, the turnout confirmed strong local interest in
environmentally conscious living. Three themed exchange zones were created at the market:

Book Zone – a space for exchanging books for both children and adults. Visitors brought their finished reads and selected new titles, giving each book a chance to
be enjoyed again.

Plant & Seedling Zone – visitors exchanged potted plants, flower and herb seedlings, and even seeds. Gardening enthusiasts also received tips on eco-friendly plant
care and sustainable gardening.

Toy Zone – children and parents swapped toys, puzzles, and board games, bringing joy to new owners and promoting more responsible consumption habits.

Education, Community and Less Waste

The EcoSwap was not only an ecological event but also a social one. The act of exchanging items created opportunities for community integration, knowledge-sharing,
and mutual inspiration toward sustainable choices. Each swapped book, plant, or toy meant one less item in the waste stream and one more example of mindful
consumption.

The event also served as an opportunity for environmental education. Attendees learned how daily purchasing decisions impact the environment and how small lifestyle
changes can make a significant difference—for nature and for the urban living environment.

Simple Actions, Real Impact

“EcoSwap. Things in Good Hands” proved that the circular economy is within everyone’s reach—regardless of age, income or background. This initiative brought
together ecology, social solidarity and individual responsibility in one accessible, hands-on experience.
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Projekt zintegrowany LIFE "Śląskie. Przywracamy błękit". Kompleksowa realizacja programu ochrony powietrza dla województwa śląskiego realizowany jest przy dofinansowaniu z Programu
LIFE Unii Europejskiej oraz Narodowego Funduszu Ochrony Środowiska i Gospodarki Wodnej.
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